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Eliza’s Cabin
Program overview:

Eliza’s Cabin program tells the story of subsistence farming during the Civil War period.  The participants will learn abut life during the 1860’s though a Steuben County family living in a log cabin.  The program will tell the family story about sending a husband off to fight in the Civil War.  Participants will unpack the mail box sent to the soldier who is away fighting for his country.

Target audience:  Grade 3 and above

Program time:  30 minutes

Farm Life at the Starr Barn (1820-1870)

Program Overview:

Farm life at the Starr Barn (1820-1870) is a program that focuses on the life of a farmer throughout the four seasons, during the 1840’s.  Our exhibit/program is based on diary entries from the life of a local farmer, Timothy Meigs Younglove, who lived in the Pleasant Valley area near Hammondsport, NY.  Participants will be able to describe farming activities during each season.  Participants will develop empathy for the hard work of the farmer by experiencing “chores” related to farm life.  Activities include sawing and splitting wood, planting using a dibble stick or jab planter, gathering hay, using a corn sheller,  loading a wagon/cart, milking a cow, and collecting eggs in a chicken coop.  Activities will be selected to accommodate all age level participants.

Target audience:  Grade 3 and above

Program time:  30 minutes

Forging for a Living
Program overview:

The Charles Cooley Blacksmith Shop program focuses on the role of a blacksmith in a mid 1800’s village.  This program will have a blacksmith demonstrate his trade for the participants.  The blacksmith will use the forge to heat the iron, shape it with a hammer on the anvil and complete the item into its finished stage. The program will also discuss the importance of the blacksmith shop in a growing village.  Many items made in the shop will be on display.  Participants will be able to touch some of the items as well as assist the blacksmith.             There is an additional fee for this program.
Target audience:  Grade 3 and above

Program time:  30 minutes

Lighting Innovations through Time

Program overview:

The lighting program focuses on the science and technology of lighting innovations from 1600-1860.  Participants will view different lighting implements to note how different vessels and fuels will change the light quality.  The process to make candles from dipping to molds will be demonstrated.  Participants will note the design of a tin pierced lamp that does not blow out and  handle various candles

Target audience:  Grade 3 and above

Program time:  30 minutes

Quilting
Program overview:

The quilting program focuses on the artistic qualities and geometric patterns of a quilt.  Several different quilt patterns will be shown.  Each participant will create a quilt square using foam pieces to follow a traditional quilt pattern.  The participants will discuss the value of the quilt from an artistic and commercial point of view. 
Target audience:  Grade 1 and above

Program time:  30 minutes

Textiles

From Sheep to Shawl
Program overview:

Textiles: From Sheep to Shawl program focuses on the process of making clothes during the early 1800’s.  All of the steps from shearing sheep, carding, spinning and weaving to sewing the cloth into clothing will be discussed.  Participants will also learn about making clothing from a flax plant following a similar process to make linen.   Participants will be carding the wool, using a drop spindle and weaving on a table loom.   

Target audience:  Grade 3 and above

Program time:  30 minutes

The Innkeeper’s Quarters

Program Overview:

The Innkeeper’s quarters program focuses on the Patterson family’s use of their private space.  The family slept, relaxed and enjoyed private time away from the inn.  Participants will observe the private possessions of the family.  Participants will try on period clothes, play with toys, explore the room furnishings and trace the Patterson family tree.

Target audience:  Grade 1 and above

Program time:  30 minutes

